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Abstract 
Peace is a basic condition for the survival of mankind. Education performs 
one of its ancient tasks of culturing the mind of man. Education is viewed as 
the engine of economic growth, a sure-fire to future prosperity, though it 
depends on the institutional practices, different social structures and different 
educational practices. In this paper explication of concepts such as peace, 
education and development are examined. Finally, the imperatives of peace 
and education and its implications to economic development are highlighted. 

 
 
Key words - Peace, education, schooling, economic growth and economic 
development. 
 

The passion for education rests on the belief that, the whole world 
economy has changed or is fast changing. Education needed in this millennium 
such be knowledge-driven and only nations committed to lifelong-learning can hope 
to thrive. The instructed, intelligent people are always more decent and orderly than the 
ignorant ones, because the educated ones are more disposed to examined issues and 
therefore, cannot easily be misled into any wanton or unnecessary disagreements. 
Education therefore, plays a major role of transforming the society which in turn ushers 
in peaceful environment. 
 

On the other hand lack of education causes a state of peacelessness. 
Peacelessness is caused by absence of justice, freedom and the existence of structures 
and patterns of exploitative relationship. Education therefore, makes people to cherish 
and accept peaceful friendly ways of living. In culturing the mind, education enters to 
perform its historic function therefore serving as a sure-route to economic growth. This 
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paper concern is to explain the position that education can bring about economic 
growth in Africa but not economic development. This is so because a region whose 
mineral resources prices are still be determined by the western world cannot attained 
economic development but rather it can attain economic growth if the right quality type 
of education is attained. 

 
Concepts Explication 

In this section an attempt is made to explicate concepts such as peace, 
education, schooling and economic development. Explication of these concepts will 
make this discourse more easier to comprehend. 

 
Peace 

The concept of peace has several interpretations which can hardly be exhausted 
in a discourse such as this. However, some efforts is made to explicate this concept of 
peace. "Etymologically", peace is derived from a latin world 'Pax’ meaning freedom 
from civil disorder". Peace in its simplest sense implies absence of war and to conceive 
war as absence of peace. Abiogu (2012) defined peace "as a continuous process to 
lessen social tension, resolve political conflicts and create conditions to pursue freedom 
and justice through a gradual evolution of human perception and social institutions" 
Peace therefore, is not the absence of war but the tranquility of order. 

 
Education and Schooling 

The concept education is very elastic and because of this, many scholars have 
explained it to suit their purpose. In some situations also people have confused the 
meaning, of education for schooling. Bamisaye (1989) unveiled some common 
misinterpretations of the concept education to connote schooling, though in practical 
inquiry however, one fine out that it is possible to get miseducated in schools. 
Schooling in this context implies tittle more than the imparting of some fesson to others 
by some means which takes place in an establishment called school where learners 
receive instruction (Barrow, 1981) Education on the other hand is always used to imply 
positive state of mind. Education according to the Author "Is the pristine essence of 
learning, which makes us permanently, able and disposed to benefit ourselves and other 
members of the society in the use we make of such learning" it is accumulative process 
of development of intellectual abilities, skills, habits, attitudes and values, all which 
form our various outlook and disposition in life generally". Education is the quality of 
learning which permanently predisposes us to improve ourselves and society. 

 
 Finally R, S, Peters (1969) in "Ethics and education" described education "as 
the process of internal transmission of something worthwhile in a morally accepted 
manner". He elaborates this in his criteria of education as thus, "the transmission of 
what the society considered to be worthwhile to those who are committed to it". Thus it 
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involves the possession of knowledge and understanding such that the knowledge is not 
inert in that it characterizes a person's ways of looking at things which he is committed 
to the positive use of that knowledge for the understanding of facts. Education is 
therefore, the transmission of what is desirable or worthwhile to individual members of 
a society to make them have adequate knowledge that will enable them to contribute 
their quota to the overall well-being of the society (Enoh 2013). 
 
Economic Development and Economic Growth 

Economic development is an embodiment of economic growth accompanied 
with improvement in quality of human lives in respect to their incomes and 
consumption, conducive atmosphere that promotes people's self esteem and provision 
of enhanced variety of consumer goods and services. It is an increase in national output 
or income brought about by improved technology and technique of production: 
Sustained over along period of time and with radical change in the structure of the 
economy. 

 
Strictly speaking any attempt to highlight the distinction between concepts of 

economic growth and development will not be easy. This is because economic growth 
is the harbinger of development. The two concepts are inextricably intertwined. 
Nonetheless the following perceived distinction between the two concepts are 
economic growth does not require a structural change in the economy. Thus with 
economic growth structural imbalance may persist in an economy. This suggests that in 
spite of economic growth, there may be disproportiate development in different sectors 
of the economy. Economic development on the other hand will engender even and 
balanced structural sectoral growth and development. 

 
Finally, an economy may experience economic growth without economic development 
but when there is economic development, necessarily, there wilt be economic growth. 
Thus economic development is a wider concept than economic growth as it 
encompasses economic growth in fact, the ultimate goal of economic growth is to 
achieve sustainable economic development (Ayo, E 2012). 
 
The Nexus between Education and Peace 

Education has to liberate both mind and body of man, by making man more of 
a human being through the process of transformation. Education therefore, enhances 
man's relationship with his neighbours and his environment, thereby instiiling in people 
the need to cherish peaceful and friendly ways of living. 

 
Peace on the other hand cannot be achieved without the help of education. 

Education open's the land of the mind thereby combing with elements such as justice, 
social progress into building the mansion of peace. It is with the instrument of 
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education, that the mind and will of man brings and hold together the elements of 
peace, through the culturing and transformation of the mind. It is with education that 
we come to the gateway of a peaceful society which in turn ushers in economic growth. 
Education therefore is an indispensable instrument for peace and economic 
development. Illiteracy and ignorance causes a situation of peacelessness and war. 

 
It is unfortunate that in some parts of Africa education has been used 

negatively which has caused ugly situations such as unemployment, mass poverty, 
inequitable distribution of income and even inequalities of opportunities, thereby 
causing situations of peaceless and chaos. These situations have caused a state of 
undevelopment and economic stagnation- in Nigeria, for instance where Boko Haram is 
causing insecurity in some northern parts of Nigeria. If Boko Haram members and 
those executing and perpetuating this dastardly act are well educated and informed, 
probably this unwanton killing and distinction wouldn't have arisen. This shouldn't 
have been so ideally speaking. Instead of being educated, we rather end up attaining 
schooling in which certificates are given to us which is devoid of breath of 
understanding and worthwholeness. Education in Africa should be of quality type. 

 
It would be bizarre to see our education systems as just a collection of huge 

white elephants; rather, the Education system should through schools teach the politics 
of peace, even though the content of peace can mean different things to different 
people. Education need to go beyond open mindedness and foster deep awareness of 
the burning issues of the day, issues such as open and hidden violence prevention in our 
societies through the medium of conscientization. When you educate a man, you 
educate the community which in turn brings awareness and economic growth. 
 
Education for Development 

Philosophically speaking, rhetorical questions are raised here to guide this 
discussion such questions as: Is education the elixir of economic growth? Does it 
deserve government greater expenditure and attention? These questions are thought 
provocating and therefore, need discussions on both the negative and positive aspect of 
education in relation to economic growth. 

 
The discussion goes thus; if education contributes to economic growth, then 

countries which have had more education should have attained also more economic 
growth. This assertion does not necessarily hold true as opined by Woolf (2002) she 
contended that "more education does not necessarily lead to economic growth". In her 
defence of this position, she cited Switzerland, In Switzerland, the country expenditure 
on education is relatively low, but in terms of per-capital income, ft is one of the richest 
countries in the world- The author also took her case to Egypt, which fall under less 
developed countries, Egypt massively expanded its education spending between 1980 
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and 1995 but failed to improve its economic position. This is so because also the 
Education given to its citizens wasn't knowledge driven. 

 
Do comparisons of developed and underdeveloped show anything different? More 
specifically, once you reach a certain point, does education spending change in effect, 
so that, it really does become the engine of growth? Again, not obviously so. Reviews 
of industrialized world do not produced anything quite so startling as an apparent fall in 
the growth rate being associated with high education spending, but they don't come up 
with evidence of any simple, positive effects either (Sianesi 2000). The emphasizes 
above is on the importance of education type, quality and investment efficiency and the 
difficulty of identifying the direction of casualty, that is whether education causes 
economic growth or vice-versa. 
 

Contrary to the opinion expressed above, Education is a big player in the 
economy and labour market of any country. It would therefore, look absurd to deny that 
education is not central to any modern economy. Infact developed countries of the 
world such as Japan, France, China, America, Britain, Soviet Union etc, have now 
moved well beyond providing basic education for all, instead they now spend more and 
more on higher education, technical education, vocational programmes and adult 
training. 

 
Conclusively, investment on education is the foundation of success in this 

present twenty-first century which is knowledge-based. Knowledge and skills are now 
the key drivers of innovation and change. Improvement on the provision of education 
will as well improve a nation's level of material and economic growth. Today advanced 
countries of the world have used education to create conditions for economic growth 
which has transformed their society and their economy. 

 
Education for Economic Growth in Africa 

In order for Africa to attain economic development, she need to first of all 
change the type of education, which should be quality and investment efficiency 
oriented in content. For Africa to face the challenges of economic growth, then Africa 
need to create a high tech, high added value and high wage economy driven society 
through the instrument of ICT.  

 
African need to be committed to a vigorous pursuit of Education that is knowledge-
driven and should therefore be committed to life-long learning in a learning society. For 
in the past, it appears as if Africa has only been attaining schooling not education. 
African needs to produce scholars that are creative and innovative to meet the global 
challenges of economic transformation. Education reforms should therefore be based 
on innovation, ideas, creativity, skills and knowledge. Africa should see education as 
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the power house of a new economy which is needed to provoke the generation, 
application and exploitation of knowledge as a driving force of modern economic 
growth. 

 
Conclusion 

This paper has been at pains trying to weigh the value of education as a vehicle 
of economic growth. The pendulum seemed to have weighed more in favour of the 
advantages of education. This, it did by emphatically stating that education is the elixir 
of economic growth in any competitive global economy. For competition intensifies 
growth, and growth in turn is dependent on the development of scientific knowledge 
and technology innovation. For education to achieve the above, it needs a peaceful 
society as a necessary panacea. Economic growth cannot be achieved in an atmosphere 
of chaos and internal strife. 

 
Africa need education to enable her overcome, internal strife in Sudan, 

Ethiopia Burundi, Rwanda, Mozambique, Sierra-Leone, Liberia, Somalia, Angola and 
so on as observed by Obanya (2004). How can a region bedeviled with these vices 
attained economic growth recently in northern part of Nigeria is attacked by a sect 
known as Boko-Haram. Boko Haram has halted a lot of economic activities in some 
northern part of Nigeria. To further worsen situation is its attack and killing of Unity 
Secondary School children at Yobe thereby halting education activities, these internal 
strives have prevented many countries in Africa from settling down to development 
activities. 

 
Africa therefore need education that is knowledge-driven to enable it 

transformed the economy and achieve economic growth and not lip-service education 
being paid. Africa priority should be investment on education for brain power skills and 
flexibility as the key to economic growth. Africa requires education to enable the 
region to shift from low skill average to high skill average, and away from an economy 
built on mass manual labour with little premium on higher skills. Africa therefore, need 
education which should be given to African children to enable them make their living 
through their creativity, ingenuity and imagination. 

 
Finally and conclusively, it is the opinion of this author/writer that education 

though is a catalyst of economic development in Africa, education will only enable the 
region to attain economic growth but not economic development. This is so because of 
African's history of colonialism and imperialism. This is a region whose mineral 
resources prices are still being determined by forces outside the control of the region. 
Education for economic development is mere rhetoric's, rather education for economic 
growth in Africa is attainable and feasible if the right quality type of education is given 
to Africans. 
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